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AvS-S This bulletin has been prepared from detailed tabulations, 


made available by the Cammonwealth Statistician, of unemplryed persons in Queensland 
who were in receipt of the Commonwealth unemployment benefit at the end of April, 
1947, The tabulations show districts of residence, tcgether with causes of 
unemployment and industries within each district, The information which follows 
covers only those persons actually in receipt cf unemployment benefit, no account 
being taken of those whese applications for the benefit are awaiting ccnsideration 
or those who not apply for benefit, The figures given, therefore, are only a part 
of the total unemployment, although the proportions due to the various causes and 
in the various industries are broadly applicable to the total. Persons receiving 
Sickness or special benefits are also excluded, 


Comparison with Previous Months. 


The April figures of persons in receipt of unemployment 
benefit were 4,698 males and 149 females, the total of 4,847 being 2,745 less than 
the peak figure of 7,592 for February, but 1,947 over October, 1946, 


End of ijonth, Males. Females. . Reba. 
1946 -— Ootober ne ae 2,814 86 2 ,90U 
November ae = 35,070 94 5 664 
December ae ee Bore 168 6,139 
1947 -— January oy ate 7 262 228 7 490 
February a ai 7,094 198 7,092 
March Ae Pie 6,505 184 6 , 689 
April ae ‘a 4,698 149 4,847 


figures earlier than October do not give a normal comparison as they were inflated 
xy strikes of earlier months; whilst the figures for the early months of 1947 are 
sonsiderably affected by seasonal unemployment, February recorded the highest 
wmber on unemployment benefit for this season; and, with seasonal industries 
*e-employing displaced workers, the number in April was rapidly reaching a much 
ower level, 


The number of females receiving benefit at the end of April 
as 149, compared with 184 for March, The Rockhampton District figure, 40, although 
uch less than the iiarch figure of 74, was still the highest figure recorded for any 
ne district for the month. Brisbane District hed 35 females drawing unemployment 
enefit at the end of April, Mackay 18, Bundaberg 16, and the balance of 42 was 
istrihuted throughout the rest of the state, 


Causes of unemployment are given below for the months nf October, 
ebruary, March, and April, together with the decrease during april for each cause, 


Cause of Unemployment. October, February. ivarch, April. Decrease 


1948 1947 1947 1947 in April, 
sdical unfitness for type 
o9f work, work too heavy 109 10A 97 95 2 
iefficiency, incompetence 112 144 153 109 24 
stablishment closed, 
reduction of staff v 491 854 856 744 4115 
»placed by re-instated 
servicemen ee ve 116 AS. 106 99 e 
\tortage of Materials re 130 202 250 187 63 
sasonal work and weather 
‘conditions ar at 276 5 027 2,098 1,489 1209 
sual work ee s 495 958 1,010 796 214 
scharged or laid off for 
4 uner reasons .. oa 438 514 Ooh 296 LO: 
itted because work too 
) eavy, medically unfit, ete. 231 4.40 429 379 50 
‘ itted for other reasons 179 324 514 263 5d. 
- t previously employed .. O20 548 499 393 106 


2,900 7,592 6,689 4,847 1,842 
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The number of persons drawing unemployncnt benefit in March due 
to the seasonal nature of their work decreased in April by 1,109, with smaller 
decreases for other causes, The peak of seasonal uncaployment for the State was 
passed in February, although it was warch before the northern sugar districts 
recorded their highest figures; and it was the decreases in these districts during 
April which accnunted for most of the 1,109 decreasc in the seasonal werk, The 
movements are illustrated in the following statement which shows the nunber of 
the number of persons drawing benefit in each district in October, 1946, the number 
in the month up to Merch, 1947, showing the highest level of unemployment, and the 
number in April, 1947, together with the increase frem October, 1946, to the 
seasonul peak, and the subsequcnt decrease, It will be seen that southern districts 
had generally reabsorbed seasonally displaced labour before April, but that the 
northern distriocts still had a substantial pool of labour waiting for reabsorption 
ay that date, 


Peak of Seasonal Increase as 

District. Ossober, Uneinployinent_to April, Octobsr ak. 
1946. april, 1947. 1947, to peak, Acrit 

Drisbane as 1,401 2,065 (Feb. 1947) 1.525 664 Bas 
Loswich ae 154 190 (Dec. 1946) 63 56 SAL 
juripie a DED 30 (Feb. ae 16 9 14 
Maryborough ,, pe 221 (Jan, 1947 82 94 139 
Fundaberg bo 191 596 (Jan. 1947) 388 495 208 
oowoomba. “a 94 177 (Feb. 1947) 108 83 eg 
warwick <a 25 42 (Dec, 1946) 19 19 25 
Roma ae 10 24 (Dec, 1946) 3 14 aN 
Charleville ., 4 75 (Dec, 1946 8 oa, 67 
Rockhampton ., 345 1,462 (Jan, 1947 419 aay 1,045 
Emerald a ag 10 (3 ons <1 OAY 5 ) 3 
Longreach - ee) 117 (Dec, 1946) sled 105 106 
Mackay oe 229 861 (iar. 1947) 641 632 220 
aye my 13 253 (Heb. 15947) 64 205 169 
Townsville .. eg 616 (iar, 1947) A387 489 179 
Ingham 4 i 440 (ilar, 1947) 58 433 382 
Tnnis fac ms 15 568 (Mar. 1947) 516 S55 52 
Cairns ne a | 599 (Nar, 1947) 460 522 139 
Charters Towers 69 182 (Feb, 1947 169 145 ile) 
£cherton oa 30 78 (War, 1947 45 48 aie) 
Hughenden <e S 52 (Feb, 194 12 49 4 
Total State: 2,900 7,592 (Feb, 1947) 4,847 4,692 2,745 


Couses by Districts. 


The attached table (>, 1) shows the main-causes of unemplcyrent 

in each district, The totals along the bottom of the sheet show the numbers 
vacmployed from each cause, while tne totals on the right show the numbexs 
vnomployed in each district and the number unemployed per 10,000 population in main 
&.oups of districts. Although the Moreton Division numbers are the second highest, 
Tucy represent a smaller proportion of the district population than is the case fcr 
any other Division, except the Downs and South West, Comparison of the rates pox 
10,000 population shows the highest figures for the north coast sugar areas, a! scugh 
ke rates for these areas are much lower than for the previous month when seascnil 
unemployment was at its hvight there, 


industries by Districts. 


Table No, II shows the industries in which those drawing benefit 
are normally engaged. The totals at the foot of the shect give the numbers in 
each industry group of the State. Agricultural, pastoral, and dairying industries 
have the highest total (20 per cent. of the total drawing unemployment benefit), 
and the bulk of this is in sugar farming areas, This is follrwed by food and 
Exink factories (largely meatworks and sugar mills) , and building and ccnstruction, 


So 
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During April, in the north coast sugar areas, there was a 
decrease of 564 from farms, 346 from food factories (mainly sugar mills and 
meatworks) » and 81 from building and construction, In Rockhampton, unemployment 
"ron Ycod factories (largely meatworks and butter factories) decreased by 140, 
in tse south coast sugar areas, field labour unemployment deorcased by 58, and 
wood, und drink factory unemployment by 58, the latter decrcase probably due to 
sasrcased operations of butter factories, The numbers were widely distributed 
vacovsna the other industry groups in Brisbane, Toowonmba, Rockhampton, and 
Townsville districts, 


S. H, SOLOMON, 


Acting Government Statistician, 


GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN'S OFFICE - 


BRISBANE. 
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